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cessor. We have not a single text or charter in the Germanic
language. The liturgy in the Churches was sung or recited in the
Germanic tongue, yet no trace of it remains. The Franks of the
pre-Merovingian epoch were perhaps alone in drafting the Salic
Law in the vulgar tongue, and the Malberg Glosses would be
vestiges of this language. But Euric, the earliest Germanic legis-
lator any of whose texts have come down to us, wrote in Latin,
and all the other German kings did the same.
As for an original decorative art, we find no trace of such a
thing among the Visigoths after their acceptance of Catholicism
in 589, and Zeiss1 supposes that such art existed only among the
people.
For a time, no doubt, Arianism may have prevented any very
intimate contact between the Romans and the Germans. But we
must not exaggerate the importance of this factor. The only kings
who really favoured Arianism were the kings of the Vandals,
and they did so for military reasons. Gondobald is suspected of
having been a Catholic. Sigismond was a Catholic from the year
516. However, there were still Arians in 524. And then came the
Prankish conquest, which was accompanied by the triumph of
orthodox Catholicism. After all, Arianism was never very influen-
tial, even among the Burgundi.2 Soon it had everywhere dis-
appeared. The Vandals abandoned it when conquered by Justinian
in 533; among the Visigoths it was abolished by Reccared (586-
doi),3 Moreover, this Arianism was superficial, for its suppression
was nowhere followed by any disturbance. According to Dahn,4
the Gothic language may have disappeared at the time of Reccared's
acceptance of Catholicism, or if it survived it did so only among
the poorer classes.
It is therefore difficult to see how the Germanic element could
have maintained itself. The indispensable condition of its survival
would have been the constant arrival of fresh recruits from Ger-
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